
Professor Katy Shaw will chair a debate at the Edinburgh International Book Festival later this month.
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Book festival debate explores
opportunities for Northern writers

The lack of Northern voices within the UK publishing industry will be the
focus of a debate taking place at the Edinburgh International Book Festival
this month, chaired by Northumbria University's Professor Katy Shaw.

As Professor of Contemporary Writings at Northumbria, Professor Shaw’s
research focuses on the under-representation of writers, agents, editors and
publishers from Northern England and Scotland, as well as those from
working class backgrounds.

https://www.northumbria.ac.uk/about-us/our-staff/s/katy-shaw/


Earlier this year she was invited to give evidence before MPs at the
Performers’ Alliance All-Party Parliamentary Group (APPG) inquiry into the
class ceiling in the creative sector.

Now she will chair a debate organised as part of Northern Lights – a
collaborative project between the Edinburgh International Book Festival and
Bradford Literature Festival designed to bring together Northern and Scottish
publishers with members of the Scottish parliament, including Nicola
Sturgeon, the Scottish First Minister.

The debate, entitled Power Up North: A Manifesto Debate, will explore new
ways of increasing visibility, opportunity and promotion of publishing in the
North of England and Scotland.

Speaking about the debate, Professor Shaw said: “This event is another vital
step in uniting the countries of our United Kingdom to consider whose voices,
realities and opinions are reflected in the contemporary literary and
publishing industries.

“By facilitating these public debates as spaces to confront and consider class
ceilings, we hope to broaden our discussions to draw upon Scottish
experiences and industries to generate a wider understanding of the
challenges and opportunities that arise when we power up the creative
potential of the North.”

The debate will feature contributions from a variety of speakers including
Northumbria University partner New Writing North, the biggest writing
development agency in the UK.

Claire Malcolm, CEO of New Writing North, will join the other speakers in
delivering a manifesto pledge for changes to the future of publishing. These
pledges will feed into a roundtable discussion involving publishers, agents
and editors in the North. This will be followed by a formal parliamentary
hearing, expected to take place in December.

Northern Lights is supported by Creative Scotland and Arts Council England.
The two-part gathering started at Bradford Literature Festivalon Friday 28
June and will culminate at the Edinburgh International Book Festival over the
weekend of the 24 and 25 August.

https://writersguild.org.uk/wp-content/uploads/2018/12/APPG-inquiry-on-social-mobility-inquiry-outline.pdf
https://www.edbookfest.co.uk/news/announcing-northern-lights-a-collaboration-with-bradford-literature-festival
http://newwritingnorth.com/
https://www.bradfordlitfest.co.uk/
https://www.edbookfest.co.uk/


Both gatherings offer publishers and those involved with publishing the
chance to discuss key issues in the industry and share expertise around
developing inclusive practice and diversifying readership.

Power Up North: A Manifesto Debate takes place from 11.45am to 1pm on
Sunday 25 August – for more information please click here.

Professor Shaw is a leading expert on the issue of under-representation
within the publishing industry. In May this year she gave evidence in the
House of Commons as part of Breaking the Class Ceiling in the Arts: an
inquiry into social mobility in the creative sector.

The inquiry aims to address the barriers faced by working class writers
attempting to break into a career in writing, including unequal access to
networks, financial support, and the issue of ‘London based opportunities’.

Professor Shaw was invited to give evidence regarding her research into the
value and impact of the Northern Writers Awards. In the first study of its kind
she explored the impact the awards have had over the last 18 years based on
feedback and responses from previous winners.

She found the Northern Writers Awards played a key role in championing
Northern voices and underrepresented groups and were a key element in the
North East creative economy, and a talent pipeline for the UK publishing
industry.

Find out more about studying Humanities at Northumbria University.

A limited number of places are available to high-achieving students on
courses within Northumbria’s Department of Humanities through Clearing
this year. For more information, visit www.northumbria.ac.uk/clearing or call
the Clearing Hotline on 0800 085 1085.

Northumbria is a research-rich, business-focused, professional university with
a global reputation for academic excellence. To find out more about our
courses go to www.northumbria.ac.uk

https://www.edbookfest.co.uk/the-festival/whats-on/northern-lights-2019
https://www.northumbria.ac.uk/about-us/academic-departments/humanities/
https://www.northumbria.ac.uk/study-at-northumbria/ucas-clearing-confirmation-adjustment-and-extra/
http://www.northumbria.ac.uk/


If you have a media enquiry please contact our Media and Communications
team at media.communications@northumbria.ac.uk or call 0191 227 4604.

Contacts

Rik Kendall
Press Contact
PR and Media Manager
Business and Law / Arts, Design & Social Sciences
rik.kendall@northumbria.ac.uk
07923 382339

Andrea Slowey
Press Contact
PR and Media Manager
Engineering and Environment / Health and Life Sciences
andrea.slowey@northumbria.ac.uk
07708 509436

Rachael Barwick
Press Contact
PR and Media Manager
rachael.barwick@northumbria.ac.uk 
07377422415

James Fox
Press Contact
Student Communications Manager
james2.fox@northumbria.ac.uk

Kelly Elliott
Press Contact
PR and Media Officer
kelly2.elliott@northumbria.ac.uk

mailto:media.communications@northumbria.ac.uk
mailto:rik.kendall@northumbria.ac.uk
tel:07923 382339
mailto:andrea.slowey@northumbria.ac.uk
tel:07708 509436
mailto:rachael.barwick@northumbria.ac.uk 
tel:07377422415
mailto:james2.fox@northumbria.ac.uk
mailto:kelly2.elliott@northumbria.ac.uk


Gemma Brown
Press Contact
PR and Media Officer
gemma6.brown@northumbria.ac.uk

mailto:gemma6.brown@northumbria.ac.uk

