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Committee considers Brexit impact on
universities in the North and Scotland

Northumbria University, Newcastle, hosted a House of Commons Education
Select Committee oral evidence session as part of the inquiry into the impact
of Brexit on Higher Education.

The witnesses present were Professor Andrew Wathey CBE, Vice-Chancellor
and Chief Executive of Northumbria, Shirley Atkinson, Vice-Chancellor,
University of Sunderland, Professor Tony Stevenson, Deputy Vice-Chancellor,
Newcastle University, Alistair Sim, Director, Universities Scotland and Doctor



Peter Simpson, Director, N8 Research Partnership.

The public session focused on the potential opportunities and risks of leaving
the EU for Higher Education, including the impact on attracting European
students and future access to European Research Funding. The session
explored the particular impact for the North East and Scotland and
considered whether the Government should be considering regional policies
in its response. The session also considered the role of universities in the
Government’s industrial strategy, particularly in regards to research and
development investment.

Evidence received during the session will inform the Committee’s report into
the impact of Brexit on higher education.

Professor Andrew Wathey said: “I am very pleased that we were able to host
the Education Select Committee’s session here at Northumbria University. It
provided an opportunity to highlight some key risks facing the Higher
Education sector in leaving the EU. Future access to high quality students,
staff and research partnerships from Europe is vital to ensuring that post-
Brexit the UK continues to be a world-leading Higher Education sector.”

The Education Committee has previously held sessions at Oxford University
and University College, London. More information about the inquiry is
available on the Committee’s website.

Recordings of the oral evidence can be viewed here, with the session at
Northumbria starting at just after 14 minutes.

Committee membership: Neil Carmichael (Chair) (Con, Stroud), Lucy Allan
(Con, Telford), Ian Austin (Lab, Dudley North), Michelle Donelan (Con,
Chippenham), Marion Fellows (SNP, Motherwell and Wishaw), Suella
Fernandes (Con, Fareham) Lucy Frazer (Con, South East Cambridgeshire),
Lilian Greenwood (Lab, Nottingham South), Catherine McKinnell (Lab,
Newcastle upon Tyne), Ian Mearns (Lab, Gateshead), William Wragg (Con,
Hazel Grove)

Further Information: Follow the Committee on Twitter or visit the
Committee’s website

http://www.parliament.uk/business/committees/committees-a-z/commons-select/education-committee/inquiries/parliament-2015/brexit-impact-higher-education-16-17/
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=iVWHyfd9Y68
https://twitter.com/commonsed?lang=en-gb
http://www.parliament.uk/education-committee


For more information about Northumbria University go to:
www.northumbria.ac.uk

Northumbria is a research-rich, business-focused, professional university with
a global reputation for academic excellence. To find out more about our
courses go to www.northumbria.ac.uk

If you have a media enquiry please contact our Media and Communications
team at media.communications@northumbria.ac.uk or call 0191 227 4571.
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