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Fishing for answers on the River Tyne

With tens of thousands of salmon currently preparing to lay their eggs in the
upper stretches of the River Tyne, a new project hopes to bring their
incredible journey to life.

An interactive ‘sound trail’ has been installed at six locations along the river
- from Kielder Water in Northumberland to the Ouseburn in Newcastle -
giving the public a glimpse into not only the fluctuating fortunes of the Tyne
over the past several centuries, but also the role of anglers in these
developments.



At each spot, visitors can access interviews and archival recordings inspired
by the Tyne’s transformation, from a polluted dumping ground for industrial
waste in the 1950s, to the best salmon river in England today.

The project - Fishing for Answers - Angling and the River Tyne — was conceived
by Oliver Moss (Senior Research Fellow, Department of Social Sciences) and
Tom Mordue(Professor, Newcastle Business School), both of Northumbria
University, Newcastle. It has been supported by the Environment Agency,
Northumbrian Water, the North East Film Archive and Cardiff and Newcastle
Universities.

Information boards with QR codes have been placed along the Tyne, at
Kielder Salmon Centre, Hexham, Wylam, Bywell, Dunston Staithes and the
Ouseburn. By scanning the codes on their smartphones, visitors can listen to
audio clips, detailing more about each location.

The recordings also explore the role anglers play in the river’s history and
future, featuring clips from the 1964 Tyne Tees Television documentary A
Kind of Heaven, which explores the environmental, economic, and social
issues associated with angling.

Oliver said: “Over the last 60 years the River Tyne has acquired the status of a
world class salmon river. But the path towards this has not always been
straightforward.

“The aim of this project was to explore the transformation of the Tyne, both
from the point of view of the official agencies involved in its protection and
safeguarding, and from that of the anglers — who are increasingly seen as
these agencies’ ‘eyes and ears’ on the riverbank.

“We hope the sound trail will provide members of the public with an insight

into the river, its history and its inhabitants, especially at this crucial time of
year when the salmon have returned to spawn and interest in their journey is
high.”

Tom added: ‘The Tyne is a fabulous river with a real story to tell. Its clean-up
has been a wonderful success, and now salmon and sea trout have returned
in force, it is unsurpassed in England as a game river. Its clean waters flow
through beautiful countryside and a great city. It really is a treasure, which


https://www.northumbria.ac.uk/about-us/our-staff/m/tom-mordue/

we are very proud to celebrate through this project.”

Among the interviewees included in the sound trail is the Environment
Agency’s Jon Shelley, Fishery Programme Manager for the North East. He said:
“The story of the River Tyne and its salmon is quite remarkable. Salmon were
almost wiped out from the Tyne by the 1950’s, but by reducing pollution,
building fish passes and restoring river habitat, and supported by the
fabulous work rearing salmon at Kielder Salmon Centre, we can be proud
that, working together, we have once again made the Tyne the best salmon
river in England”.

Contributions were also recorded from Richard Bond, Hatchery Manager at
the Kielder Salmon Centre; Dr Liz Oughton, Dr Andrew Donaldson, Dr Jan
Deckers and Professor Alastair Bonnett, all of Newcastle University; Richard
Murray, of Northumbrian Water; Dr Chris Bear, of Cardiff University and Dr
Leona Skelton and Professor Tom Mordue, of Northumbria University.

The project has been part-funded by the Economic and Social Research
Council (ESRC) and was launched as part of the ESRC’s annual Festival of
Social Science, a unique, week-long celebration of the social sciences. Find
out more by visiting the Fishing for Answers website.

View embedded content here

Fishing for Answers on the River Tyne from Northumbria University on Vimeo.

This is the second sound trail Oliver Moss has created - two years ago he
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worked with fellow Northumbria academic Adele Irving to create an
interactive project exploring homelessness in Newcastle.

Northumbria University offers a range of undergraduate and postgraduate
social science courses, including Criminology, Sociology, International
Relations, International Development, Media, Journalism and Mass
Communications. Find our more by visiting the Department of Social Sciences

webpage.

Northumbria University’s Newcastle Business School has a global reputation
for delivering some of the best business management education in the UK.
Visit the Newcastle Business School website for more information.

Northumbria is a research-rich, business-focused, professional university with
a global reputation for academic excellence. To find out more about our
courses go to www.northumbria.ac.uk

If you have a media enquiry please contact our Media and Communications
team at media.communications@northumbria.ac.uk or call 0191 227 4604.
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