University
NEWCASTLE

Apr 09, 2015 00:00 BST

Parliamentary candidates asked to find
permanent solutions to tackle
homelessness

The North East Homelessness Think Tank (NEHTT) is calling on parliamentary
candidates to support a series of pledges aimed at tackling homelessness in
the run up to the general election.

Research has shown that many more people are at risk of homelessness
today than at the time of the last general election in 2010, and that the
numbers of people falling victim to homelessness are rising. These trends are
particularly concerning in light of recent changes to housing and welfare



policies and potential plans for further cuts to public spending.

NEHTT, of which Northumbria University, Newcastle is a founding member, is
asking candidates for the general election to sign up to its charter to support
specific actions being put in place by the next elected government.

NEHTT is a regional group comprising academics, researchers and policy
officers. Key partners include Northumbria University, Youth Homeless North
East, Homeless Link, Shelter, Barnardo’s, Northern Housing Consortium,
Changing Lives, IPPR North, Oasis Aquila Housing, and the NE Regional
Homelessness Group, as well as independent specialists.

Many of the pledges laid out in the charter are deeply rooted in research
about homelessness undertaken by member organisations, individually and
collectively.

They are:

e Appropriate housing with adequate support services will be provided for
vulnerable people across the North East, making access to a settled home
and the provision of sufficient social housing a priority.

. Housing benefit will be retained for under 25s

. It will be compulsory to find settled accommodation for
offenders leaving prison or who are homeless within the
community

. All House in Multiple Occupation and B&Bs which cater for

homeless people will be inspected on a six monthly basis, and
must provide a safe environment and good quality facilities to
meet the basic needs of all residents.

. The statutory definition of homelessness will be improved by
ensuring that all forms of homelessness - rough sleeping, those
in temporary accommodation and ‘sofa surfers’ - are recorded,
requiring by law the measurement of single homelessness in
England.

Adele Irving, Research Fellow at Northumbria University and one of the



founding members of NEHTT said: “We believe that it is vitally important that
policymakers not only recognise and take action to address homelessness,
but actively campaign and work towards achieving long-term change in the
law around homelessness. The charter is a series of pledges which we hope
candidates elected on 7 May will support in the next parliament.

“The pledges are based on the knowledge we have, from a wide range of
research evidence, about what would make a real difference to address the
key issues encountered by many homeless people, and in particular about
homelessness amongst single people and under-25s.”

As at the beginning of April 2015, signatories include four Labour candidates
and six Green candidates. Further support has also come from two Labour
front bench MPs, and two Conservative candidates have expressed support
for tackling homelessness.

Alex Cunningham, Labour MP for Stockton North, in supporting the Charter,
said: “l will continue the work to increase housing provision for young people,
particularly the most vulnerable, and campaign with them for safer solutions
including ending once and for all bed and breakfast arrangements for them.”

Alison Whalley, Green Party candidate for Newcastle North, said: “| am very
concerned too that since 2010 the homelessness and housing crisis has got
much worse and the austerity measures and so called welfare reforms have
had a grossly disproportionate effect on the most vulnerable in our
communities.”

Helen Goodman, Labour MP for Bishop Auckland, pledged support of the
Labour Party, saying that “Labour is committed to tackling homelessness and
the housing crisis...and it is a priority for me.”

Andrew Gray, Green candidate for Newcastle East, added: “The fast rise in
homelessness (coupled with increasingly insecure housing for many more
people) has been a shock.”

Follow the progress of the charter on Twitter at @NEhomelessTT and
#NEHTT2015.

To find out more about studying Social Sciences at Northumbria University
visit www.northumbria.ac.uk/socialsciences or sign up to the open days on 26



http://www.northumbria.ac.uk/socialsciences

and 27 June by visiting www.northumbria.ac.uk/openday.

Northumbria is a research-rich, business-focussed, professional university
with a global reputation for academic excellence. To find out more about our
courses go towww.northumbria.ac.uk

If you have a media enquiry please contact our Media and Communications
team at media.communications@northumbria.ac.uk or call 0191 227 4571.
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